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“Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it. Begin it now.” – Goethe 
“Fortune befriends the bold.” – John Dryden 
“It is easy to be brave from a safe distance.” – Aesop 
“Live daringly, boldly, fearlessly. Taste the relish to be found in competition – in having put forth the best within you.” – Henry J. Kaiser 
“Be Bold, Be Bold, and everywhere be bold” – Herbert Spencer 

  

************************
Boldness
 Fearless and daring; courageous. 

*******************************
Grace is in Greek Charis (χαρις) which literally means "that which affords joy, pleasure, delight, sweetness, charm, loveliness". 

  

Boldness is our willingness to do the right thing at the right time, regardless of the obstacles or anxieties that we might experience or feel. This enables us to speak the truth, and perform tasks without concern of the consequences or results, because, it is the right, and Biblical thing to do. It is realizing that God is in control. It is knowing that He is there within, and beside us, and He will take care of us. Therefore, we do not need to fear what others think, feel about us; rather, we are to concentrate on our character and call, and do it with passion and conviction. (Genesis 6; 1 Kings 18; Proverbs 28:1; Isaiah 7:9; Daniel 3,6; 2 Corinthians 5:6-8; 7:16; Ephesians 6:13-14; Hebrews 13:6). 
Cowardice, Fearfulness, Cynicism, Negativity, Discouragement, and Pessimism are all opposites of boldness. These negative qualities create a negative attitude. Negative attitudes are infectious. Such an attitude will cause people to refuse to take chances or move forward feeling the familiar is better than an uncertain future caused by taking that chance. Thus, the person and/or church remains entangled in apprehension and indecision. What they fail to realize is that nothing stands still. Everything is in motion. “Time marches on”. So if you are not moving forward you are losing ground and falling backward.  Boldness pushes beyond the fear by grasping hold of faith.
Here is how you can find out if boldness is a part of your life. Ask yourself:

1.      How do I exhibit Boldness in my daily life? 

2.      What can I do to develop a better willingness to take a calculated and wise chance? 

3.      What blocks Boldness from working and being exhibited in me? 

4.      How can I make Boldness function better, stronger, and faster, even in times of 
         uncertainty and stress? 
Here are positive examples from Scripture: 
(1 Samuel 17; Daniel 3; 6:1-26; Acts 5; Romans 10:20; 2 Corinthians 10:1-6)

Here are negative examples from Scripture:

(Job 15:20-31; 18:11; Daniel 5:1-7; Matthew 18:21-35; Mark 8:31-33; Galatians 3:1-5)
Further Questions 
1.      How would you define Boldness? Are you a courageous person? If so, what about things you fear, or have not tried before? 

2.      What part does Boldness play in your relationships with church members, friends, coworkers, and family? If someone is being falsely accused in your presence, do you remain quiet, or do you defend the truth, even if the accusers come against you? 

3.      How does a Negative Attitude counteract Boldness? What is the cost to others (God, family, friends, neighbors, church, workplace, etc.) when you are a person who is Discouraging to others? 

4.      What happens to your relationship with God, with others, and with the opportunities God gives you, when you are Cynical with others? 

5.      When have you been filled with Boldness the most? What does it take to share your faith to a friend, stranger, or family member? Which is harder? Why? 

6.      Can you think of a situation where you failed to be Bold although you should have been? 

7.      What issue is in your life that would improve with more Boldness? Do you just cave in to fear, and allow obstacles to block your path?[i] 
The 16th century Scottish Reformer, John Knox (1505-1572), was famous for his slogan, O God! Give me Scotland or I die! He was a person who boldly spoke the truth of the Christian faith to a nation in transition. He was challenging the Catholicism of his day that had been corrupt – just as Luther had done when he nailed the 95 Thesis on the Wittenberg Door. 

Both were able to challenge the leaders of his day, both religious and secular because of the boldness. They both faced many dangers, many imprisonments and beatings, but, succeeded in their mission by bringing Reformation to Scotland for John Knox, and the rest of the world with Luther and Calvin. 

John Knox’s passion and preaching became so powerful that the corrupt Mary Queen of Scotland said, I fear the prayers of John Knox more than all the assembled armies of Europe. She eventually lost her head in England. The rest also met equally and dishonorable ends.    

On John’s tomb are these words, Here lies the man who never feared the face of clay. His boldness changed a nation and created a denomination. We have to ask ourselves, what are we doing? We may not change the course of history, but, we can change the course of our lives, and perhaps the people in our lives as well.                                      

Boldness, for believers doesn’t come from arrogance or ignorance of the consequence but rather comes from the confidence we have in Christ Jesus—Who He is, and what He can do.                                  

 This attitude can directly affect the situation around us and affect how we respond to those situations. When we have confidence in Jesus as our Lord, we can boldly go beyond our limits, abilities, and comfort zones to challenge the status quo, attempt something new or risk failure for the greater good; believing that because of the Lord “I can do all things through Christ Who strengthens me”, as St. Paul said. 

Boldness does not stand alone. If it did, then it would be pride — which itself is a sin. Boldness must be tempered by the fruit of the Spirit, biblical guidance and the wise counsel of respected believers.  If meekness (strength under control), and gentleness are accompanying our Boldness we will not act like a bully but a bold believer. 

       Frances Bacon said in his Essays Civil, and Moral:  “It is a trivial grammar-school text, but yet worthy a wise man’s consideration. Question was asked of Demosthenes, what was the chief part of an orator? he answered, action; what next? action; what next again? action… A strange thing, that that part of an orator which is but superficial, and rather the virtue of a player, should be placed so high, above those other noble parts of invention, elocution, and the rest; nay almost alone, as if it were all in all. But the reason is plain. There is in human nature generally more of the fool than of the wise; and therefore those faculties by which the foolish part of men’s minds is taken are most potent. Wonderful like is the case of boldness in civil business: what first? boldness; what second and third? boldness.” 

Bacon meant that sometimes a simple thing like action or boldness is overlooked for the some other more prominent or seemingly more important quality when in fact without action or boldness the others all fall flat.  
What Must Happen to Be Bold? 
To be able to be bold one must be free from the need for human acceptance and approval and the security of what money can buy.
Freed from the Need for Human acceptance and approval 

St. Paul's in Thessalonians "we speak, not as pleasing men but God, who examines our hearts." Verse 6: "nor did we seek glory from men, either from you or from others." And since he is free from the need to please men and to seek glory and praise from friend and foe alike, he is also free from the need to flatter and the need to deceive. Verse 5: "We never came with flattering speech, as you know." 
Freed from the Security that comes from Money 

 St. Paul said, "We never came with flattering speech, as you know, nor with a pretext for greed—God is witness." He was not after their money. As a result he could speak with boldness. One of the unique things about the Billy Graham crusades was that there was the intention from the beginning that no offering taken at the events. The events were paid for by the believers before the first service so that people who came and were not believers and skeptics would not feel that it was a money grab.  
The Way to be Bold   

So two things must happen if we are to truly be bold we must free ourselves from the need for acceptance and approval of others and the control that money has over us.  When we seek God’s acceptance and approval and truly believe that God is in control and will take care of us then we can act with boldness. 
